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Associate Professor Tan Oon Seng is the President-Elect of the Asia-Pacific 
Educational Research Association (APERA). He is also Vice-President (Asia & 
Pacific Rim) of the International Association for Cognitive Education and Psychology. 
He is the Immediate-Past President of the Educational Research Association of 
Singapore. His current appointment is Head of Psychological Studies at the National 
Institute of Education of Nanyang Technological University (NTU). He is also Editor-
in-Chief of the journal Educational Research for Policy & Practice (published by the 
scientific publisher Springer). His previous appointments include being Director of 
the Singapore Centre for Teaching Thinking and Director of the Temasek Centre for 
Problem-based Learning where he won an Innovator Award from the Enterprise 
Challenge Unit of the Prime Minister’s Office of Singapore. Dr Tan expertise is in the 
areas of cognitive psychology and problem-based learning.  
 
He is the author of Problem-based learning innovation: Using problems to power 
learning in the 21st century. He is the editor the international collection Enhancing 
Thinking through Problem-based Learning Approaches: International Perspectives. 
He is the main co-author of Educational Psychology: A Researcher-Practitioner 
Approach (Asian Edition), a worldwide university textbook and reference which was 
recently translated into Chinese by the Shanghai People's Publishing House. He is 
the main editor and co-author of the book Problem-based Learning: Educational 
Innovation Across Disciplines. His most recent book on PBL is entitled Problem-
based Learning in E-learning Breakthroughs. 
 
Associate Professor Tan has been an international advisory member of major PBL 
international networks including the Asia-Pacific conference on PBL, the 
International Conference on PBL in Europe and International Conference on PBL in 
Higher Education in the USA. He is on the review board of several international 
journals and is a frequent keynote speaker at international conferences in Asia 
(including China, Korea, Japan, Malaysia and Brunei), USA and Australia.  
 
 


